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This is a particular contrast between the now repealed Fire
Precautions Act and the new Fire Safety Order. The measures
required by the former are those described in (b)-(e) above, while
fire procedures and instruction of staff were normally required by
certificates issued under the Fire Precautions Act. These measures
did not, however, actually prevent the occurrence of fire, but
merely contributed to the safety of people if fire did occur.

The measures for ensuring that means of escape can be used

safely are principally emergency escape lighting and signs,

although these are only required to be provided where
necessary. Measures in relation to fighting fires are generally
portable fire extinguishers and fire blankets. Only rarely will
there be a need for automatic fire suppression systems.

The wording in respect of means for detecting fires does not
imply that all premises need automatic fire detection; this will
be necessary in premises where people sleep, but may also be

necessary in other buildings where fire could develop for
some time unobserved, or where necessary to operate other
fire protection measures, such as door release devices. It
should be noted that general fire precautions do not
include special measures to address the hazards of work
processes, or those associated with use or storage of
dangerous substances. These are generally a matter for
health and safety legislation.

In Scotland, the term general fire precautions is not used
in the equivalent legislation. Instead, the term ‘fire safety
measures’ is used W
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